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Welcome 

Hopefully the following information will be 
useful to you.  If you have any problems or 
queries, do not hesitate to contact me, or your 
child's teacher. We will be pleased to help in 
any way we can. 
 

John Madden 
PRINCIPAL 
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Aims 

1. To provide pupils with a stimulating, challenging and supportive learning environment 

in which confidence, motivation and success are cultivated.  

 

2. To develop through the Northern Ireland Curriculum and alternative teaching 

strategies a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum. 

 

3. To encourage involvement of and provide support for parents. 

 

4. To collaborate with other professionals involved with the pupils in order to meet their 

needs. 

 

5. To equip pupils with life and social skills, to promote independence within the school 

and community. 

 

6. To continually embrace professional development and apply these opportunities to 

extend the educational experience of pupils. 

 

7. To make learning an enjoyable process for pupils and staff. 

Mission Statement 

Our purpose is to provide the most appropriate education for 

our pupils within a safe environment, which promotes respect 

for self and others and acknowledges the value of each individual 

within the school community and beyond. 
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Overview of Provision 

 

The school is situated in the residential 

area of The Roddens, Larne. 

 

Roddensvale School provides education for 

145+ pupils with Severe Learning 

Difficulties; Age Range 3 years – 19 years. 

The needs of the pupils vary greatly 

therefore it is essential that each pupil has 

an individualised educational programme 

(IEP).  The programmes have specific 

targets for each pupil and an 

Interdisciplinary team determines these 

targets. The pupils follow a broad, 

balanced and relevant curriculum (see 

Mission Statement) which is regularly 

monitored and evaluated by teaching staff. 

 

A team of therapists are based in school 

provided independently by the Northern 

Health & Social Care Trust i.e. a 

Physiotherapist, Speech & Language 

Therapists and Occupational Therapist.  

 

Other staff provide a variety of activities 

during the week e.g. Rebound Therapy, 

Aromatherapy, Riding for the Disabled, 

Donkey Sanctuary, Yoga, Fundamental 

Skills Coaching, Music Therapy and 

Specialist Art.  

As part of the school’s strategy to promote 

Health and Wellbeing, a wide range of 

physical activities are offered, e.g. outdoor 

play, PE, swimming, etc. Integration both 

within the school and with Mainstream 

Schools in the local community for pupils 

who can cope with and benefit from this 

experience is encouraged. We also 

encourage Mainstream Schools to visit and 

take part in a wide range of activities, i.e.  

Work Experience, special functions. 
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Pastoral Care  

 

 

 

The Pastoral Care Policy for the school is an integral part of the whole curriculum. The 

personal, academic and social development of the pupils is promoted effectively by a close 

relationship with Class Teachers and Staff. Every possible effort is made to encourage the 

growth of self-discipline by the school’s Positive Behaviour Policy. The principles of the Team 

Teach Programme are applied as necessary.  

A recent Inspection by the Education and Training Inspectorate found that: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flow chart in Leaflet I on page 23 explains how you as a parent can raise a concern about 

a Child Protection Issue.  A copy of our Child Protection Policy can be obtained on request 

from the school office.  Alternatively, you can download it from our school website 

www.roddensvale.org.uk .  Please speak to us if you would like more information.  

The provision of a supportive and safe 

environment in the school for pupils to achieve 

personal, social and academic goals is a prime 

characteristic of our school ethos.  

‘The pastoral care is outstanding. This results in a school 

environment where the pupils are valued, their needs are 

promoted and their achievements celebrated. The 

teachers and classroom assistants know the pupils well 

and are skilful in their interactions with them.’ 

ETI (January 2013) 

http://www.roddensvale.org.uk/


7 | R o d d e n s v a l e   
 

General Information 

 

School Day 

Nursery - 2½ hour day 

Year 1 & 2 - 4-hour day  

Year 3 - 4-hour day x 2, 5½ hour day x 3  

Years 4 onwards - 5½ hour day 

 

The school day for pupils in Years 1 and 

above includes lunch time. 

 

School holidays for the year are sent out to 

parents before the start of a new school 

year. 

 

 

Transitions Group 

Most of the pupils who attend 

Roddensvale School remain at school until 

the end of the school year in which they 

turn 19.  

 

 

Religious Education 

Pupils attend an interdenominational 

assembly on a Friday morning.  Senior 

School pupils also attend assembly on a 

Monday morning. The Christian faith is 

taught in such a way as to build up the 

children's confidence in their own identity 

and thus enable them to reach out in 

tolerance, generosity and love to others.  

Religious Education is taught through the 

Northern Ireland Curriculum and:  

 Festivals 

 Choruses 

 World News 

 Personal News 

 Prayer 

Parents may withdraw their child from the 

above if they wish. 

 

Sacraments 

Pupils of the Catholic Faith who wish to 

access the Sacraments will be supported 

via the School’s links with The Down and 

Connor Diocesan Family Ministry. 



8 | R o d d e n s v a l e   
 

Homework 

This is given for any of the following 

reasons:  

1. To reinforce work which has already 

been introduced to the pupil in school.  

2. At the parents' request.  

3. In some cases, to allow the child to feel 

on a par with his brothers and sisters. 

 

School Dinners 

 

Meals are cooked in our own kitchen. It is 

preferred if dinner money is paid on a 

Monday (cheques to be made payable to 

Education Authority with card details on 

reverse). Special diets are catered for on 

request. A menu is sent home every 4 

weeks. 

 

Break Time 

Healthy Tuck Shop is available for Senior 

School. Junior School are encouraged to 

contribute money towards healthy snacks. 

Long-Term Medication 

It is school policy that medication is not to be 

sent to school with pupils or in bags but must 

be handed to bus personnel instead. 

 

Administration of Drugs 

If you wish your son/daughter to have 

medicine in school it is your responsibility to 

put in writing to the Vice Principal, the 

instructions for administering the drugs. ALL 

changes in medicine require a letter to the 

Vice Principal, or completion of the mid-year 

change of medication form. 

 

Occasional Medication 

Occasional Medication E.g. Antibiotic. This 

medication may be given to the Bus Escort 

who will supply a form for this purpose.  
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Transport 

 

 

 

Transport is provided by the Education 

Authority. A Bus Escort will be on the bus 

and therefore responsible for your child's 

safe journey to and from school. If you 

have any transport problems ring 

transport on 028 2566 1370 

 

Procedures for Transport 

I would be grateful if you would take note of 

the following procedures for school transport:  

 

1. Morning - when the bus arrives at your 

home, it is your responsibility to 

bring/supervise your child to the bus. You 

will appreciate the bus can only wait a 

maximum of three minutes for your child. 

The bus has a tight schedule to keep and 

other parents are waiting along the line.  

 

2. Afternoon - when the bus arrives at your 

home, it is again your responsibility to 

meet your child at the bus or supervise 

him/her.  

3. Transport staff must stay on the bus. 

The driver is to drive the bus and operate 

the tail lift (if necessary). The Bus Escort is 

responsible for the children on the bus and 

is not allowed to leave it.  

4. Sickness - please do not send a sick child 

to school. Please inform bus personnel 

using the bus telephone number provided.  

If a child becomes sick in school, you will 

be contacted to come and collect your 

son/daughter. If necessary emergency 

addresses will be used.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any problems with the 
transport please telephone 

Education Authority 

Transport 

on  

028 2566 1370  
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School Uniform

 

Junior School 

 
 

Colour: Red    

Nursery, Class LK, AN, RG, MMC, JM, SW, 

MD, GS, SG, JK and pupils of Junior School 

age in Class RMK. 

Red Sweatshirt, White Polo Shirt, Grey 

Trousers/Skirt/Jogging Bottoms 

 

Physical Education 

Jogging Bottoms (Grey/Navy), White Polo 

Shirt, Trainers/Plimsoles. 

 

 

 

Senior School  

 
 

Colour: Navy 

Class JS, GH, MH, EOD, RMN and 

Transitions Group and pupils of Senior 

School age in Class RMK. 

Navy Sweatshirt, White Polo Shirt, Grey 

Trousers/Skirt/Jogging Bottoms 

  

Official Stockist: 

Gordons & The Jeanery 

10A Green Street 

Carrickfergus 

 

Tel: 028 9335 1246 
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Welfare of Pupils

 

Medicals 

School medicals take place once a year. 

Parents are requested to be present at the 

examination if possible.  

Dental Inspection 

The community dentist inspects the pupils' 

teeth once each year. He/She encourages 

the regular use of your own local dentist, 

but if requested will treat the pupil at the 

clinic.   

As part of our Health Education 

programme, pupils are encouraged to 

brush their teeth in school. Staff oversee 

teeth cleaning daily after lunch.  

 

The Senior Educational 

Psychologist is Mr Michael Barbour. 

He visits the school at the request of the 

staff or parent.  Dr Marie Hill is the 

Educational Psychologist for Roddensvale. 

 

 

 

Behaviour Support 

The following services are available: 

Children’s Learning Disability 

Therapeutic Service (CLDTS) 

The Children’s Learning Disability 

Therapeutic Service (CLDTS) is available to 

assist with behaviour in school and/or at 

home. 

The Clinical Psychologist is Dr Mark 

Armstrong.  He visits the school or the 

home at the request of the staff or parent. 

He will work with the pupil either in school 

or at home. 

The Clinical Psychiatrist, Dr Holly 

Greer holds a clinic in school for those 

pupils on her caseload.  This provides the 

opportunity for parents and staff at the 

school to talk directly to Dr Greer and 

discuss pupils.  Should you require more 

information on this service Dr Holly Greer 

may be accessed through a referral from 

your child’s GP.  

 

 

 

All Medical, Psychology and Psychiatry services are provided by either: 
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Security of Pupils and Staff 

Please note the following steps have been 

taken to ensure the safety of pupils and 

staff at Roddensvale: 

 The School Building is equipped with a 

state of the art security system 

operated by the school secretary. 

 The school grounds are also 

monitored using CCTV cameras. 

 Visitors sign in and out electronically. 

 Parent and Visitor photographic 

badges will be issued electronically. 

 Wearing of name badges by students 

etc. 

 Regular Fire Drills and practice of 

evacuation plans. 

 Health and Safety Policy including 

administration and storing of drugs 

and medications. 

Smoking 

Please note that the school supports a 

Non-Smoking Policy. It is policy that 

smoking is not permitted anywhere inside 

the school grounds.  

 

 

 

Drugs Education  

A Drugs Education Policy is a legal 

requirement and therefore we as a school 

are bound by law to provide this policy.  

As a school we acknowledge the growing 

drugs problem within our community. We 

feel the majority of pupils at Roddensvale 

may never meet the dangers experienced 

by their peer groups in Mainstream 

Education, but, on the other hand there 

are always exceptions to the rule. The 

exceptions may be exposed to drug 

messages through media, associating with 

older children in their local neighbourhood 

or experiencing a lack of parental control. 

 Therefore, it is essential to ensure a 

consistent school approach. Our school 

drugs education programme will be 

incorporated within the Health Education 

programmes and where appropriate 

within any other subject. It will be taught 

at a level appropriate to each individual 

pupil and will be monitored and evaluated 

within the school’s 3-year development 

plan.  

NB The detailed school policy on ‘Drugs 

Education’ may be viewed on request or 

on our website www.roddensvale.org.uk .  

 

http://www.roddensvale.org.uk/
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Curriculum

 

 

With reference to the Department of 

Education guidelines and in keeping with 

the school’s Mission Statement and aims, 

pupils in Roddensvale follow a broad, 

balanced and relevant curriculum under 

the main headings of the Revised 

Curriculum:  Language and Literacy, 

Mathematics and Numeracy, The World 

Around Us, Creative and Expressive, 

Personal Development and Mutual 

Understanding/Learning for Life and Work, 

Religious Education, ICT, Physical 

Development and Movement.  

 

Pupils aged 16+ follow the School Leavers’ 

Programme. 

 

Pupils from Nursery age to Year 2 follow 

the Foundation Stage of the NI Curriculum.  

 

Pupils who attend school and have 

Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 

(PMLD) follow their own multi-sensory 

curriculum.   

Quest for learning - Learners with 

profound and multiple learning difficulties 

(PMLD) have complex learning needs. In 

addition to very severe learning 

difficulties, they may have other significant 

difficulties, such as physical disabilities, 

sensory impairment or a severe medical 

condition. These learners require a high 

level of adult support for their learning 

needs and are likely to need sensory 

stimulation and a curriculum broken down 

into very small steps.  Quest for learning is 

a guidance and assessment resource to 

support teachers and classroom assistants 

of learners with PMLD, providing ideas for 

and pathways to learning. 

 

Q Skills - The Prerequisite Skills or Q Skills 

are an assessment resource to support 

teachers and classroom assistants.  

Roddensvale Assessment Tool 

Roddensvale School has its own 

assessment tool to assess progress across 

Literacy, Numeracy, Personal 

Development, ICT, PE and Sensory/ASD. 
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The Early Years Project 

The focus of the Nursery provision is on 

early intervention and priority is given to 

those children who are in their immediate 

pre-school year.   Nursery pupils attend a 

session in the Nursery from 9.30am to 

12pm or from 12.30pm to 3pm each day. 

Play based learning is the vehicle through 

which our children acquire new skills, learn 

new concepts and develop their ability to 

communicate and interact with one 

another. Nursery staff work in 

collaboration with pre-school therapists to 

assess the children and agree individual 

education plans for each child. 

Larne Early Education Partners 

The school is part of the LEEP, working 

alongside Early Years Providers to provide 

support and share good practice. 

Larne Learning Community 

 

 

The School has links with Larne High 

School, Larne Grammar School and St 

Killian’s College as well as Northern 

Regional College. The schools work 

together as part of Larne Learning 

Community.  

Our School Leavers Group attend classes 

and activities on a weekly basis in the local 

Secondary and Grammar Schools and at 

Centrepoint, as well as using the local 

amenities, facilities and resources. Pupils 

in the Senior School work towards 

accreditation in Entry Level and other 

appropriate qualifications through many 

providers, including the following: 

 

 

 

Shared Education Partnership 

 

Roddensvale School is fully active within 

the Larne Area Shared Education 

Partnership.  The schools involved in the 

partnership working alongside Larne 

Grammar School, St Killian’s College and 

Larne High School to build relationships 

and break down barriers.  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=EQt7EQUe&id=210330490A2811CA7CEC96C5D31DE04AD7438579&thid=OIP.EQt7EQUejs_sfwETgcd0mgHaEL&mediaurl=http://edgazette.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/CCEA-Logo-for-Posts-HD-3.jpg&exph=350&expw=620&q=ccea&simid=608018658192264980&selectedIndex=0&adlt=strict
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Parental Involvement

Arrangements are made with parents to 

visit the school prior to the pupil starting 

school. 

Parents are welcome in school at all times. 

Letters will be issued to keep parents 

informed of any activities affecting their 

son/daughter. 

Parents are kept up to date with news and 

current issues via the school website and 

our Facebook page.  This is kept up to date 

and contains lots of useful information. 

An Annual School Report is issued in June.  

The Annual Report of the Board of 

Governors is issued in September. 

The Annual Review of Pupils’ Statements 

takes place in the Autumn Term.  

Parental co-operation is seen as an 

invaluable element in ensuring pupils’ 

well-being and progress.  

Any complaints or enquiries can be dealt 

with by a) Principal b) In writing to the 

secretary of the Board of Governors. 

 

 

SeeSaw  

Roddensvale School 

uses Seesaw, a secure 

online learning journal 

that allows parents (and other family 

members with a secure QR code) to see 

what their child is doing each week in 

school.  Staff upload photos, videos and 

details about weekly learning, keeping 

parents up-to-date with what is 

happening.  Parents can comment and link 

with staff on this app. 

Family Worker 

Natalene Wood is employed as a Family 

Worker 3 days per week.  She organises 

training sessions, coffee mornings, advice 

and support clinics, fun sessions and is 

available for home visits and 1-1 sessions 

in school.  Her role is to signpost parents 

to support, grants and help with forms, or 

simply to be a listening ear for 

parents/carers. 

Parents and Friends 

Association (PFA) 

The PFA meets throughout the year. You 

will be informed by letter about these 

meetings. 
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Therapy Provision

Introduction 

 

Therapy is provided by the Northern 

Health and Social Care Trust in purpose 

built facilities within Roddensvale School. 

Below is an overview of services provided 

by the therapists. 

 

Physiotherapy 

The school has a specialist Paediatric 

Physiotherapist and Physiotherapy Assistant 

on site. We work in partnership with families 

and other professionals. Your child may be 

referred to our service by a medical 

professional if they have difficulties in the 

following areas: 

 Neurological conditions 

 Delayed gross motor skills 

 Orthopaedic conditions 

 Mobility issues 

 Increased/ decreased muscle tone 

 Complex needs 

 Balance and co-ordination 

 Limited range of joint movement 

 Postural needs and management 

If your child has been referred to our team, 

the physiotherapist will discuss any concerns 

that you may have regarding your child’s 

physical development and they will then be 

assessed. Should physiotherapy intervention 

be indicated, the therapist will agree a 

treatment plan with you. 

This may involve one or more of the following: 

 Home exercise programme and 

parental advice 

 Individual treatment programmes 

 Rebound therapy 

 Hydrotherapy 

 Provision of equipment 

 Onward referral e.g. Podiatry 

 Liaison with education staff re: 

positioning, activities, equipment etc. 

 MOVE programme 

 

We aim to help your child reach their full 

physical potential. The amount of 

physiotherapy your child receives will vary 

greatly and depends on the needs of your 

child. 

Contacting the Therapists 

Please contact the therapists on 

their direct line: 02828275234. 
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Occupational Therapy 

The Occupational Therapists are 

responsible for supplying equipment and 

aids to the home and school. This 

equipment will assist the pupil in feeding, 

toilet programmes, etc. 

Occupational Therapy at Roddensvale 

School can be defined as: the application 

of carefully selected purposeful activities 

as a treatment medium to help pupils 

attain the highest possible level of 

functional performance in all aspects of 

their daily lives. 

The aim is to facilitate independent 

function and to restore and maintain it. 

While retaining its status as a health 

profession, occupational therapy helps the 

child with special educational needs to 

access the curriculum more fully in both 

physical and learning terms. 

Some of the areas your Occupational 

Therapist can address at Roddensvale 

School are: 

1. POSTURAL DEFORMITY - The 

Occupational Therapist assesses and 

recommends appropriate school 

furniture such as a special chair, or a 

wheelchair. 

2. FINE MOTOR SKILLS - The Occupational 

Therapist assesses and provides 

treatment and recommends 

appropriate equipment such as 

handwriting aids. 

3. PERCEPTUAL SKILLS - Difficulty with 

these may affect the pupil’s ability to 

co-ordinate movements efficiently and 

safely in PE classes or his/her ability to 

comprehend the formation of letter 

shapes. The Occupational Therapist 

devises a treatment programme to 

develop these skills and advises 

teaching staff how to maximize the 

pupil’s abilities in this area. 

4. PERSONAL CARE - The Occupational 

Therapist can assess and provide 

treatment to promote independence 

with activities such as dressing, feeding, 

washing and toileting. 

5. HOME ENVIRONMENT - The 

Occupational Therapist can visit to 

advise on suitable building adaptations 

to allow sufficient access for your child, 

facilitate a safe environment, or to 

provide and advise on specialist 

equipment for your child at home. 

The Occupational Therapist works 

closely with the teaching staff at 

Roddensvale School to help your child 

reach his/her educational potential. 
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Speech & Language Therapy 

Our speech therapists provide help for 

pupils with communication difficulties. 

Therapy may be delivered individually, in 

group sessions or through a class or home-

based programme. The therapy children 

receive may include: - 

1. Sound production and 

development. 

2. Language 

comprehension/understanding. 

3. Expression of language. 

4. Makaton sign language and/or use 

of symbols. 

5. Improving general communication 

skills. 

6. Feeding assessment involving the 

muscles for chewing and 

swallowing. 

7. Memory work. 

The pupils may be given some work for 

home practice but therapist/parent 

interviews take place during the year and 

the parent can have access to the 

therapist at any time on request. 

 

 

Music Therapy 

Roddensvale School has an extensive 

Music Therapy provision available to all 

pupils. 

Music therapy is delivered in Roddensvale 

individually through private arrangement 

with the therapist. Subject to funding, we 

can often provide opportunities for group 

sessions. 

Music therapy can help to: 

 Improve concentration and attention 

 Improve and help develop vocal sounds 

and verbal communication 

 Improve social interaction and peer 

awareness 

 Improve and help develop waiting and 

listening skills 

 Improve fine and gross motor skills 

 Provide a sensory experience for the 

child 

Music therapy in Roddensvale is provided 

by Selina Smyth of ‘Music Therapy for Me’.  

 

Should you have any queries regarding the 

provision of Music Therapy in 

Roddensvale, please contact Selina Smyth 

directly on 0774 9977549. 

http://www.roddensvale.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Selina-Final-Logo.jpg
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Child Protection 

HOW A PARENT CAN RAISE A CHILD PROTECION CONCERN 

If a parent has a child protection concern they can follow the guide below: 

 

 

  

I have a concern about my/a child’s safety 

I can talk to the teacher 

Tel:  28272802 

 

If I am still concerned I can talk to the 

Designated Teacher for Child Protection – 

Mrs Stewart 

Or Deputy Designated Teacher – Mrs 

Napier 

Tel: 028 28272802 

 

If I am still concerned I can talk or write to the 

Chairperson of the Board of Governors  

Mrs Maeve Maxwell 

c/o Roddensvale School 

The Roddens, Larne 

BT40 1PU 

 

 

 

_______________ 

At any time, I can write or talk to: 

 a Social Worker at Northern Trust’s Gateway Single 

Point of Entry,  

Tel: 030 0123 4333  

or the Police Tel: 0845 600 8000 

Leaflet I 

If I am still concerned I can contact the 

NI Public Services Ombudsman 

Tel:  0800 343 424 
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Contact Details

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roddensvale School 
The Roddens 

Larne 
Co. Antrim 
BT40 1PU 

E: info@roddensvale.org.uk 
T: (028) 2827 2802 
F: (028) 2827 3898 

 

Main school office open 
8.30am - 3.30pm 
Monday –Friday 

 
 

 

www.roddensvale.org.uk 

 

 

Facebook.com/RoddensvaleSchool 

http://www.roddensvale.org.uk/

